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I had sent the latter through von Below an account of my
conversation with the Frenchman. Prince Bulow thought
Lockroy's remarks very interesting and important and asked
me for a detailed report of them. He was pleased to hear
Delcasse, whom he regarded as his greatest opponent and
the most dangerous enemy of Germany, so severely judged
by Lockroy. Though he was firmly convinced that Delcass£
had had no real intention of invading Morocco and had
merely used this as an excuse to bring about a breach with
Germany and a war, he refrained from expressing himself in
this sense to Lockroy. He was, however, all the more
anxious to leave to me the duty of impressing upon him that
Delcasse had tried to conspire, not only with The limes and
the NatioflaJ Review, but with King Edward himself, against
Germany, though in the latter case without the success he had
hoped for.
On another occasion the domestic affairs of France were the
subject of a conversation I had with Lockroy. I asked him,
as one of the chief parliamentary props of the Rouvier
Cabinet, whether he regarded the task of separating Church
and State as necessary.
Was Clericalism, I said, which had flared up so strongly in
France a few years before as to leave indelible marks even on
the army, to be suddenly quenched ?
Lockroy: "It has been wrongly assumed abroad that
France was Clerical. This I deny. And now the idea of the
separation of Church and State has swept the whole country
with it. When Combes, the free-thinket, was still Minister-
President, he said to Rouvier: *A proposal to separate
Church and State appears to me to have no chance of passing
through the Chamber/ But when Rouvier took over the
reins he had to bring such a proposal before Parliament.
There was a three months' discussion, and it was obvious that
the further it progressed the more enthusiastic Parliament
became for separation, and the proposal carried the day. No
subsequent Government will be able to go back on this
victory."
"But there are many people in France who think
differently ?"
Lockroy: " France is for the most part Catholic, but
certainly not Clerical. Once the separation of Church and

